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landlord may be the creditor and the tenant the debtor, and the latter
may be compelled to agree to an impossible rent; the rent may repre-
sent interest on money lent and may have no relation to the producti-
vitv ot the land : figures of rent may relate to a period of boom and
therefore be unreliable as guides for normal times : the rent agreed to
may be on t.:e basis 01 what the tenant can pay in a prosperous year
and subject to substantial reductions in bad years ; it may be paid
larr*elv out of income earned not from the land but from other sources ;
o
the proportion of lands leased for cash rents is much higher in the case
of industrial a-ops like cotton than in the case of food-grains
and will naturally bulk largely in the rental statistics, and
although, not typical, ihey are apt to be treated as such; occasionally
fancy rents may' be paid by a cultivator for land which has
practically nothing else to recommend it except that it is adjacent to
his land ; only a very small fraction of the total amount of land in
the tract under settlement may be leased for cash rents, and although
rental values may, to some extent, be inferred from sale transactions
(provided these are normal and not affected by any disturbing factors),
the direct and indirect data thus collected may nevertheless be too
inadequate for safe generalization.1 In the words of the Bardoli Com-
mittee, 4 a very wide margin must always be allowed for the eccentri-
cities of the raw material', and the rental figures need to be subjected
to a close scrutiny before being used for drawing inferences on which
assessment is to be based. It may be conceded that rental data, if col-
lected with proper care, tabulated in a manner which brings out their
real significance and used with due reference to the meanings of the
underlying transactions, afford almost the only positive evidence that
could be used with confidence in revising the assessment. Every effort
should therefore be made to collect trustworthy rent and sale statistics
and compile them carefully.- But the task of judging the suitability
of any given body of statistical and other information for the purpose
of revising assessments must be entrusted not to the Settlement Officer
or other Government officers but to a competent advisory committee.
Further, even where the statistics of rental value appear to be fairly satis-
factory in quantity as well as in quality, their indications should be
tested frith reference to other factors such as communications, market
prices, economic conditions, crop experiments, etc. on the lines recom-
mended by the Bombay Land Revenue Assessment Committee. It will
be in very rare cases that such corroboration of rental data can safely
be dispensed with.
1  For a fuller discussion of these points,  see Report of the Bardoli Revision Settle-
ment   Enquiry   Committee,   pars.   29-38;   also   D.   R.   Gadgil,   Bombay   Land   Revenue
System.
2  See   Report  of  the   Bardoli  Revision  Settlement   Enquiry   Committee,   par.   38.